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Question related to  
 
[X] PPE Regulation                             [] UK Designated Standards                           [] Other 
                                                               

 
Article:                                                     Annex: II of the PPE R                      Clause: 2.9 
 

 
Key words: Clause 2.9 of Annex II – Use of tools and PPE 
 

 
Question; 
Clause 2.9 of Annex II - ‘2.9. PPE incorporating components which can be adjusted or removed 
by the user. Where PPE incorporates components which can be attached, adjusted or removed 
by the user for replacement purposes, such components must be designed and manufactured so 
that they can be easily attached, adjusted and removed without tools.’ and that tools must not 
be needed for components which can be attached, adjusted or removed by the user for 
replacement purposes. Some of the PPE BSI certifies is in service for a number of years and the 
replacement of parts is needed to maintain that product and keep it serviceable.  
 

 
Solution: 
 
As an Approved Body, we stipulate that as part of the normal activities of using PPE, tools are 
forbidden to be required/used by end users and cannot be stipulated in products such as; safety 
eyewear, industrial helmets or disposable [EN 149] face masks and similar types of products at 
all. However, some of the products that we certify as an Approved Body are in service for a 
number of years and will require maintenance where parts are replaced requiring the use of 
tools by trained individuals and these operations will be included in the user instructions also. In 
these instances, it must be clear that these are maintenance activities and need to be done 
outside of normal activities and only by competent individuals.  
 

 


